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It is hard to believe: another year in the books. I find myself thinking about some of the same things I thought about one year ago. The days and 
times we are living in continue to bring a myriad of challenges that have truly tested our resilience. As we have talked about throughout the 
pandemic, these challenges continue to affect the wellbeing of young people and families. We continue to face issues like anxiety, depression, 
trauma and fear of what may come. The constant push to adapt and overcome takes a toll. On us all. Yet, still we RISE. 

At Tanager Place, RISE has a very significant meaning and purpose, for it is the term we use for the philosophy of care that we have created, 
adopted and now practice throughout the agency. RISE: Wellness & Resilience Framework™ defines wellness and resilience through an 
evolutionary lens of human needs and development, and it provides insight not only for cultivating consistent factors but also for responding to 
experiences with the means to manage, restore, and rise through adversity. You can learn more about RISE™ by visiting merakiinstitute.org. 

When I reflect on the ways we have all responded, reacted and rallied together in the last year, there is 
no better way to capture that essence than though a RISE analogy. Because we have studied, created 
and honed the tools and resources needed to manage though difficulties, we have managed to continue 
moving forward. While not always easy, with RISE™ as our guiding compass, it has been possible. 

No matter what context you use to manage through change, challenge and adversity, 
remember, you can RISE. We can help. While the phrase we are in this together has been 
clichéd recently, the sentiment is invaluable for those who are on a mental wellness journey.  
We are comforted knowing that by sharing our RISE framework, our clients have traveled 
their journey with someone by their side.

It is with a grateful heart that I acknowledge your ongoing contribution to Tanager Place.
We could not do what we do without you. Thank you for supporting the children and families 
of our communities. You have been consistent and constant. You have contributed to our RISE. 
 

Warmly,

Okpara Rice

A Message From Our CEO
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outpatient clinic clients 
were served through 18,916 

sessions.

reservations for 2021 Camp 
Tanager day, overnight, and 

diabetes camps.

820
therapeutic sessions 

were conducted by our 
school-based therapists. 

1,80225,000

On average, 38 clients resided in our 
inpatient program throughout the year.

Launched 2 new prevention programs, 
Saving Our Sisters (S.O.S.) and CDF 
Freedom Schools. 

Supported 778 clients through Behavioral 
Health Intervention Services with 20,694 
hours of service. 

122 clients enrolled in our Autism Services. 
Our Social Skills Groups served 320 
participants. 

Established the Meraki Institute of Learning.

Awarded $55,950 in scholarships through 
the Bridge to the Future program.

Served 812 clients in the Pediatric Integrated 
Health program, including Systems of Care 
and Intensive Case Management.

Reconnected with the community at the 
annual Summer Fest event and a new 
event, June Jam.

Key  Accomplishments



Financial Snapshot
$12,777,209
Service Fees

Revenue

Expenses

$1,062,878
Donations

$947,060
Foundation

$121,544
Other

$12,679,441
Personnel

$408,107
Professional Fees

$780,033
Occupancy

$706,172
Supplies/Equipment

$264,253 Other

$76,497 Transportation

Tanager Place provides detailed financial 
data to GuideStar:

guidestar.org/profile/42-0688079



Program Highlights

The LGBTQ Youth Center provides a safe and confidential place for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning youth and allies 
to connect, learn and grow. Launched in 2018, the Center aims to 
give LGBTQ youth and families a supportive space where they can 
be uniquely themselves. Through advocacy, support, education, and 
celebration, youth strengthen their sense of identity and increase their 
involvement in the community.

The Center hosts programs and events, open hours, and a bi-monthly 
meal program. Additionally each year, a prom, pride month and 
luncheon are celebrated.

In a recent year-end survey of Center participants, 96% of program 
participants agreed or strongly agreed the Center has improved feelings 
of social acceptance. 84% of program participants agree or strongly 
agree that the Center has improved their social skills and confidence.



Campers and Construction, 
Oh My!

This summer Camp Tanager served 391 day campers and 341 overnight campers who were able to attend camp at no charge because 
of our scholarship program. 42 campers attended our medical camp designed to meet the needs of those with diabetes. Campers 
were welcomed and acclimated with a new look and feel while the renovations at Camp Tanager were being wrapped up.

Tanager Place received a $1.8 million dollar gift in 2019 from Jared and Carol Hills. Their gift increases camper capacity 
through expansion, and the construction project broke ground in the fall of 2020. When you visit Camp Tanager,
you are greeted by a new driveway, an impressive grand lodge, a 24-bed sleeping cabin and a new parking lot. 

Although this year’s camp season and sessions were modified to minimize the risk of Covid-19, campers still 
had a fun-filled season, which included camp fires, cook outs, swimming, archery, and more, making for 
great memories. 

For a list of our expansion project donors and ways you can support all needs related to camp, please visit the 
Camp Tanager website at www.camptanager.org.



New Prevention Programs

Tanager Place and the African American Family Resource and Planning Committee 
partnered together to create a program called S.O.S., Saving Our Sisters. Goals of the 
program were identified as community building, establishing mentors and friendships, 
and creating a safe environment. The program facilitators led discussions about how 
program participants could become future leaders in the communities in which they 
choose to live and work. S.O.S. was funded through the Greater Cedar Rapids Community 
Foundation’s Creating Safe, Equitable and Thriving Communities (SET) Fund. Tanager 
Place was one of five nonprofits selected to receive funding through the SET fund.

“We build community every day in every way. When a S.O.S. participant’s mom was in the 
hospital, we supplied her family with food through donations. The participant’s mom reached out 
to say how much she appreciated the effort because it took such a load off her and her family. In 
this moment we mentored by example, and took care of others and created a safe space and place 
to experience love and understanding. 

Another example comes from one of our regulars who participated in an activity that was all 
about colors and emotions. Weeks after that session, she returned for group and said, “I wore pink 
because I want to have a joyful spirit.” Raising awareness of self and creating a safe place for kids 
to freely express their emotions is so valuable in helping them to have the strength to be true to 
themselves. A skill valuable beyond measure.”

Lori Ampey
S.O.S. Program Director

SAVING OUR SISTERS (S.O.S.)

Mission Moment
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“I had the opportunity to visit the Freedom Schools program at McKinley school.  I was super 
impressed.  Attendance was high, the culture felt safe and collaborative, and kids seemed to be 
genuinely having fun and learning.  There were a few students from McKinley who I have worked 
with previously and they both shared they were really enjoying the program.  

I am so appreciative to have such a strong community partner in Tanager to collaborate with on 
meaningful projects.  Thanks for all you do. “

Justin Blietz
Director of Culture and Climate Transformation (Secondary Schools)
Cedar Rapids Community School District

CDF FREEDOM SCHOOLS

Mission Moment

Summer 2021 brought the first-ever Children Defense Fund Freedom Schools program to Iowa, 
hosted by Tanager Place. Thirty 6th-8th graders from the Cedar Rapids Community School 
District attended the free program, which was held Monday through Friday for six weeks this 
summer.

Participants received breakfast, lunch, and a snack each day and took home a new book each 
week to add to their personal library. Throughout the summer, program participants enjoyed 
field trips and engaged in hands-on learning and reading activities. Freedom Schools was 
led by young adult teachers and mentors known as Servant Leader Interns. These individuals 
came from diverse backgrounds and helped the students envision themselves as future college 
students, advocates, and leaders. 

Of the 30 participants in Freedom Schools, 20 completed pre- and post-tests and demonstrated 
an average increase of one year and five months in instructional reading levels.



The Meraki Institute of Learning has emerged from the 
manifestation of powerful change that has occurred through 
Tanager Place’s unique style of facilitating learning experiences. 
We have witnessed firsthand how important it is to serve others 
with passion, authenticity, and altruism. We believe education and 
experiential learning are key in empowering children, families, 
communities, and systems to enhance resiliency, wellbeing, and 
creating innovative and lasting changes within our world. 

The Meraki Institute provides learning experiences focused on increasing awareness, enhancing family and community 
connections, and cultivating excellence within individuals, organizations, and systems. If you are a parent, guardian, 
community member, clinical provider, professional, or an organization, you belong in our community. Our one-of-a-kind 
learning experiences, resources, and consultations are provided by Institute leaders, expert faculty, and specialized trainers.

Join us for an upcoming learning event by visiting merakiinstitute.org



Bridge to the Future Scholarships
Tanager Place was pleased to award over $55,000 in scholarships through the Bridge to the Future program in the spring of 
2021. Scholarships were awarded to young people who engaged in Tanager Place programs for a minimum of six months of 
service in the recent two years and demonstrated a desire to move on to post-secondary education. 

Scholarships were awarded to seven students who attend Coe College, Kirkwood Community College, Cornell College, and 
the University of Iowa. The scholarship program was made possible by an anonymous donor, who generously created an 
endowment for the program with a one million dollar offering.  

Applications for next year’s award cycle will be made available in the spring of 2022. To learn more or donate to future 
learners, contact Tanager Place at scholarship@tanagerplace.org or tanagerplace.org/donate.

Summer Fest June Jam
Day of Caring



By the Numbers

PREVENTION

96%
of LGBTQ Youth Center 

participants agree the Center 
has improved their feelings

 of social acceptance.

80
youth participated in 

activities at the LGBTQ 
Youth Center.

95%
of Freedom Schools Scholars 

evaluated, maintained, or gained 
in reading levels and did not 

experience summer learning loss.

30
6th-8th grade students 

participated in the six-week 
Freedom Schools program.

341
campers received a scholarship 

to attend a Camp Tanager 
summer overnight camp.

21
girls participated in Saving 

Our Sisters (S.O.S.) from 
January to June.



of LGBTQ Youth Center 
participants agree the Center 
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TREATMENT

School-based
1,212

Clinic - 1,802

4,166  clients 27 counties

CLIENT AGE BREAKDOWN

Many of our 4,166 unique 
clients received more 

than one service.

Clients residing in
27 counties across Iowa 

received treatment.

OUTREACH

837 learners participated in 
Meraki Institute of Learning 

educational events.

96% of Meraki learners
 who were scored 

demonstrated growth.

95

1,047

1,406

1,197

421

NUMBER OF CLIENTS

AGE
(YEARS)

CLIENTS SERVED 
BY PROGRAM Pediatric

Integrated
Health

812

Behavioral 
Health Intervention 

Services
778

Autism - 122
PMIC - 66

ICF/ID - 21
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Gifts listed in this report reflect initial gift pledges and new gifts received 
between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021, except for anonymous donors. 

Every effort is made to include all supporters. We apologize in advance if 
any donor is inadvertently omitted.
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Erynn DeRycke
Marla Deutsch
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Thomas C. Jackson and Joanne  
     Stevens
Mike and Jan Jasiewicz
Jeffrey R. Kacena
Debra A. Kemp
Andy Kivilaan
Joy Kondo
Ann Koppenhaver

Larry and Marlys Kula
Charles and Patricia Lagges 
Jon and Joan Rasmussen
Curt and Sigrid Reynolds
Joe and Jenni Ringwald
Jan Russell
Michael Schaefer
Emmett and Ann Scherrman
Bridgett Schluter
Rodney and Stephanie Severin
Savannah F. Shelton-Baker
Ryan Shenefelt and Jacob     
     Cournoyer
Lois M. Shindoll
Carolyn and Roger Silhanek
John and Sally Spielman
Scott A. Squires
Grant and Debra Straub
Keith and Nancy Sutherland
Alane Swales
Marvin and Karen Takes
The Benevity Community Impact 
     Fund
Allan and Mary Thoms
Lisa Tiedt
John and Amy Tursi
Karla Twedt-Ball
Vicki Ulrich
Sarah Van Deest
Linda and Calvin Van Niewaal
Patricia A. Vandersee
Vanguard Appraisals, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Steve W. Walker
John Watts 
Stephen and Barbara Ellis
Dawn Fall-Hayes
Sara Fisette
Susan Fisher
Brian Franck
Tom and Dana Friedel
Dr. Jennifer L. Gillette
Dennis and Karla Goettel
Lauri and Frank Gusta
Dan and Joan Hackbarth
Bethanie Hall
Donald H. and Janice Happel
Heidi and John Harriman
Dana Harvey-Moore
Delores R. Herington
Patricia High
Dave and Pat Hime
Virginia Horan
Robert and Karen Hoyt
Barbara J. Hughes
Noemi Ibarra-Alvarez
Yasar Ijaz
Iowa City Area Business              
     Partnership
Iowa Lions District 9 EC
Iowa One Gift
Diane Jacobs
Peter and Rae Jacobs
Charles Jennissen
continued on the next page



Friends, continued
Jean and Ed Johnson 
Julie Johnson
Wesley Kaufman  
Cassie Kehoe
Cynthia Kehoe
Leslie Kesser
Jim and Linda Kipp
Chris Kivett-Berry
Mike and Barb Klappholz
James and Carol Klauser
Samuel and Marjorie Kuperman
Gail and Aubrey Kurt
Leon Lacock
Ron and Lynne Laird
Molly LaKose
Sondra Lamb
Laura Lambrecht
Meredith Lancaster
Johnathan Langenberg
Judith Langhurst
Collin Leigh

Ronald and Nancy Lessman
Gregory and Deborah Lewis
Lowden Lions Club
Arlene Madill
Eric May
Marsha Siggins McWhinney
Jan Merta
Catherine Meyer
Molly Monk
Kevin Moore
Kristin Moore
Ed and Cindy Musselman
David and Robin Nelson
Sara Nixon Maly
Yvonne Nordberg-Blomme
Michael Northrup
Andrea Nus
OB/GYN Associates PC
One Iowa Education Fund
OneHope Foundation
Kerry Patrick
Terry and Jan Perkins

Philip and Jeanne Philipp
Harriet Pitlik
Kelly Pospisil
Carrie Pozdol
Remedy Intelligent Staffing
Tom and Suzanne Renner
Kim Ringler
Ben and Linda Rossman
Paul and Cindy Sale
Beth and Brian Schlesselman
Tim Schminke
Thomas and Barbara Schroeder
Rose M. Schwichtenberg
Michael and Susan Scott
Carl and Sandra Senica
Ronald Sheldon
Amy R. Shuttleworth and   
     Benjamin Trachsel
Leona Smith
Wayne G. Smyth
Sue Snyder
Donna Spellman

Marie L. Spieler
Adam Springer
Christina Springman
Harley Staples
Kelsi Stiles
Katheryn Stites
Wendy Stokesbary
Chris and Connie Stoltz
Anne Topf N. Genevieve Trainor
UKG
United Way of Johnson &        
     Washington Counties
Nancy Wauters
Patricia Way
Wells Fargo Foundation
Kendra and Maddie Weston
Kim White
Ann Wicke
Hank Williams
Melisa Williams
Jennifer Zach
Tom and Janet Zuber

YouthPort
Healer ($25,000 +)
United Way of East Central Iowa
Advisor ($10,000 +)
Rotary of Cedar Rapids Daybreak

Visonary/Scarlet ($1,000 +)
Tony and Marcia Bedard
Greater Cedar Rapids Community            
     Foundation
Iowa Realty Foundation

John P. and Lawrence J.      
     Giacoletto Foundation
Benefactor ($500 +)
Van Meter Industrial Inc.

Associate ($250 +)
Robert and Diane Becker
James and Janice Russell
Patron ($100 +)
United Way of Metro Chicago



In Honor of

In Memory of

Volk Legacy Society
Jenni Archibald 
Dr. William Audeh
Raychael Baresel
Juana Mora Erusha
Lorrie Erusha
Matthew Estill
Chelsea Ford
Batya and Walter Goldstein
Jill Tallman Gustin & Tim Gustin

Shannon Noll 
James R. Olney, MD 
Merrill Pitlik
Red Rissi
Lorena Schulte
Deene Spieler
Robert Turecek
Dr. Bradley Willis
Carol Woodson
Carl Zimmerman

 

Joan Hackbarth
Bob and Jan Kazimour
Dr. Lowell Luhman
The Martensen family (Kyan,  
     Laui & Mitch) 
Joe and Mary Pesch 
John Rodriguez
Okpara Rice
Shanna Waller

Robert Allen
Joanne Berchenbrite
Robert Bloomberg
Joseph Cotteleer
Lois Davis
Diane
Mark Donahue
Julie Snyder Klinger
Eva Kouba
Lillian Neff 
Matthew Nemeth

Derek and Molly G. Altorfer
Jennifer Archibald
Laverne R. and Ann Bagley
Richard L. Bascom, Sr.
Ruth Carlson
Robert D. Becker and Diane  
     Handler
Robert F. and Janis L. Kazimour
Brian D. Bergstrom and Diane  
     King-Bergstrom
Dr. Joseph J. and Lauren Crippes
Gregory and Wendy Dunn
Bruce and Lorrie M. Erusha
Erin and Travis Foster
Kathleen B. Halloran

William J. and Jeannette Holtz 
Donald and Bobbie Kaas
Dr. Richard and Nicole   
     Kettelkamp
Mark and Denise Mitchell
Frank S.and Cheryle Mitvalsky
James A. and Kristin Novak
Okpara and Julie Rice
John A.and Lorene Rodriguez
Marilee and Leo Smith
Vernon P. Squires
Gary and Susie Streit
Jim and Teel Thebeau
Greg and Lisa Thirnbeck
Melissa and Todd Walker

You make it possible!
Thank you for supporting our mission 

to inspire, empower and heal. 



MAIN CAMPUS
2309 C Street SW

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404
(319) 365-9164

ESTLE CENTER
1030 5th Avenue SE

Cedar Rapids, IA 52403
(319) 286-4545

CORALVILLE CLINIC
1150 5th St., Suite 160

Coralville, IA 52241
(319) 286-4520

CAMP TANAGER
1614 W. Mt. Vernon Rd.

Mt. Vernon, IA 52314 
(319) 363-0681

tanagerplace.org


